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 atls: FROM A 
Perſon of Quality, 


Deer Sir, 
WW FF OU may wonder, that at this time of 
Pi dey I ſhould begin to' talk to you of 

Biſhop Zate's Death, for which l dare 

ſay both of us have before this, paid 
t our juſt Tribute of Sorrow', and for 
whoſe Memory every 7rue Proteſtant muſt have a ve- 

particular Refpe&, ſo long as the Coyrage and Con- 
ancy of the Seven Biſhops remains upon Record ; 
which I verily believe will be till time ſhall be no 
more: But ſome (as if this Glorious Action had nat 
been enough to have ſecured his Fame to all Eternity) 
feem rather defirous to tranſmit him to Pofterity by 
another Diſtinguiſhing Character ; that of the Great 
Champion for Paſſive Obedience; thinking that to be 
a greater Honour than to be recorded for one of the 
__ Maintainers and Aſſertors of 'the' Proteſtant Re- 
igion, and the Engliſh Liberties; For there is a Pa- 

r ſent abroad about our Country, atteſted-not only 

y his own Hand, but alfo by ſeveral unqueſtionablſe 
Witneſſes, wherein the Good Biſhop on his Death- 
Bed declares, That he had Been brought up in, and had al- 
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(2) 
ſo taught others that great Doftrine of Paſſive Obedi- 
ence, which he always look't upon as the Diſt imgaiſhi 

Charafter of the Church of England , and that he ow, 
wot hae taken the Oath,” though thePenalty bad been Loſs 


of Life ; but found great Satisfation and Conſolation in 
his Mind becauſe he had not taken it ; aud theſe be defired 
might be look d upon as the Words of a Dying Man, and ſo 
repreſented to his Friends. But whether thoſe Friends 
had not done him as good Service if they had kept it 
to themſelves, and not repreſented it to the World, 
F think may be a Queſtion - for I muſt confeſs 'tis a 
little unaccountable to me what Defigns they could 
have in Publiſhing it: For 'tis ſo far from being neceſ- 
fary on the Biſhop's account, that twas really imper- 
tinent : For.he that at rhat time was under;” and had 
ſubmitted to a Suſpenſion, meerly upoa his refufal of 
the Oaths, had. certainly given the World as convin- 
cing a Proof of his Opinion, as if he had printed a 
Thouſand Volumes about it : So that there was no 
more occaſion (I think of making, but I am: fure) of 
Publiſhing ſuch a Declaration , than there is for my 
Lord Biſhop of Cart. . to Print; Manifeſtoes, to tell the 
People he is ſuſpended on the fame account. And 
ſince there was fo very little Reaſon todo it on the Bi- 
ſhop's Score, the Motives and Deſigns . had need be 
very good that can juſtifie their doing it on their - 
own. . Had either they or the + Biſhop -given: us 
the Reaſons of his adhering to that Opinion, ' beſides 
that of his being bred and born in it, (an Argument 
that. a Turk or Pagan may have for the Truth of 
_ their Religion), they. might -have obliged the World 
exceedingly; but the only Motives at kalt that-are to 
me apparent, far. telling us what we knew. befofe; 1 
think might. as well have been ſpared: for there are 
Twolnferences which may very eafily be made from the 
| | Paper, 


(3) 
Paper, and which I ſuſpect was the chief aim io publifh-, 
ing; iy oe to infiauate, that from, the beginning 
the Reformation, ever ſince the Church, of England 
was reſtored; to. its Purity,' Paſſive Obedience was the 
Corner-ſtone of it: for 'tis call'd, Zhe Diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
rater of the Church of England: ſo- that it ſeems none 
was accounted her true Sons that did not hold it. Now 
if this be.true, here's the-whole Body of the Cl an 
Queen-Elizabeth's days eut off from the Church of Eng- 
landat one blow ; for 'tis not the Opinion of one or two 
private Prelates, but the whole Convocation, who 
not only in giving the Queen ſo- very large Subſidies, 
| but alſoin declaring the accounts on which they did it ; 
- and that was-aſliiting and proteQing 'the Scotch and 
French Proteſtants, = for abating all Hoſtilities agaiaſt 
the true Profeſſors of Gods holy Goſpel, and for the ad- 
vancing the free profeſſion of the. Goſpel within and 
without Her Majeſties Dominions ; and a great deal 
more to this purpoſe, as may be ſeen at large in the Pre- 
ambles to the Three Subſidy-Bills, given the 5th of Elie. 
|. 24. the 35th of Bliz. c: 12, and the 43d of Eliz. c. 17. 
So that 'tisappareat it was their practice for Forty years, 
and I hope their Faith alſo - for I cannet be ſo uncha- 
ritable as to think they would ſin againſt their Conſci- 
ence, and purchaſe Damnation at ſodear a rate, as thoſe. - 
vait Sums they gave for the afſliſtance of thoſe that 1 
am ſure did reſiſt their Kings, and whoaccording tothe 
Dodtrine of Paſtve Obedience,ought to have been look'd 
upon, and uſed as Rebels. And truly, whatever is pre- 
tended, their DoCtrine was agreeable.to their practice; 
for altho the Book of Zomilies hath been ſo often cited 
for the confirmation of this Doctrine, yet the Example 
of David, which is ſomuch recommended to us inthe 
2d Homily againſt Rebellion,for his Loyalty and our imi- 
tation,that is we defire to ſtand or fall by;tor if the Sub- 
jet 


(4) 
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bes orecha brerrentavped on by bereer — ! Gy 
of i64. bue'eannot-paſe by the Epithot'e 
RinguiPing Charadltr of the Churth of and, pooh 
Ines, And, fixſt, Þ ak.you 
vhink it neceſliry 
ip as Meg perth) thfftogd ppg 
For I mefttonſfts; tome(bue if: Og in 4 port FFhope 
yotu-wHl- correct hehe Sandy ho kai y; that 
peinle'Hs Katy iGenvenientarhen- particular Cf yrefich 
havefacty dfingrithing Do@triries i. for Fbelic << 
been the-ectaſian' ef all the *Sehifms "in the” Wor! 
For” Boe, ay the Apoſt!z ſeith, Bph.-4. 5, there' feb 
one- Lord,” one © Faith, one Baptiſm ; and Þ may" 'ad 
one  Charch;, and one Truth. Why ſhould we not (at 
leaſt endeavour to) be all of one mind, and not af- 
fea litfle diſtinAtons, which oftentimes create great 
Animeſities "of ' which our preſent Age can give tog 
many -fad inftances. - But: alas, the Diſeaſe did! not 
begin, neither wilt: it, 1 fear, end with vs; for we 
find St. Paul reproving it in his Corinthians, as that 
which occaſioned all their Diviſions ; while *one 
eryed he was of Pas), and another 'of Apollo, and'Vof- Cee 
phas, and I of Chriſt So that it ſeems they did net 
only give their patticular Teachers the preference a- 
bove others, but alſo ſet them in oppoſition to Chriſt ; 
but to ſuch Fi may ask the Apoſtles Queſtion, Who is 
Paul, or who is Apollos, but Miniſters by whom you 
have believed? But if Paul, or an Angel Preach any 
other Goſpel, Iet him | be Anathema; and' the” fame 
thing may, and I think ought to be ſaid of Churches, 
when they impoſe any thing but what is the true 
Catholick Faith. Therefore to fay ſuch a Doarine 
is 


(65) 
Peppiculae) thrſſach> 2) bad thi which dz 
| Rengaitſerts cc from #e Aaamholick; 1s intieed>ito:fay 
fag -worlt thing in! \the World-bf it:p and to:owh thelt 
.not; any part of the Cathalick Faith, And why 
Hios. Hake, or afy body, [ſhould value a: Doctrine 
F ;: is-that-l canot; comprohend; 
be pi niony -ir would ues on 
his,/Lordfliip; ! AS. Office; >for- izacds; 
be. fad \made 1-4 Gonffedon "of .the 1Chriftiat:Faith 
eaptaind\in the Apoſtles - -Creed; which unqueſtions- 
bly he believ'd; but it would fatisfy \us -iturr #9 ar 
xo oats NG hom ani 
Reeagyit ion: Z 
oFanh \Baper, to aflure'us 'that ! hei-rehearſcd the 
Arg : of -Our -Gommon: Creed; that we:may-not-be 
the Example of a'Biſhop, to depart 'from 
ym of the: Church when we i come to die, - 
and infieed- of: the. -CriftiamFaxth, dechre:we believe 
juſt, quite contrary tor his 3 ty 1/1 168, gk [thar- in 
ſame vaſes Refſbence is:lawful. | 
'+But,1-fear -I. have already - tired; andes? by being\1o. 
rge on -1my: Fitſt! Inference , . therefore :thall : endea 
aur to-be! a8othort on the Second '/as Fogan, _ 
chat; rake no. te be this; >thar from the Bilhops deela- - 
weuld'not havetaken«the-©athao. havefaved 
| his Lift, and-that; his ; tiot- rakings'it -was-irhe” givat 
Conſulation: be \had-ati that time, (they wold! - infi-- 
guate;that; thectaking: of the Oath is:a: very - wicked 
yolawſul things For:! they-being! the awords-of widyo 
78:»Men juſto qoingptnioureideiths Shcrament,-oupht 
to, be/the::more credited; and comabks the: deuper 
 eaod hang. a'Maf as:the *codld = not 2þe 
Gly deegwedrhimielf, and at! ſuch :time*'tis - certain 
_ did nat: de6gat toxdeceive others. To which:I :thall 
' cave | ors ety; Fiſt, : That-as/ito the main 
1 341 Queſtion , 


(66) 

eſtion/ of | the! :Lawfulnd(s: of- the! Oath; it has 
—_ and fo-fatisfacorily  diſeuſſed ialiendy, 
that i[ -am- very: confident you and'l know fome'thar 
have taken it 'with' as good a Conſcience as' Biſhop 
Lake or any. body. could refuſe' it with-; therefore 
it would:beuperfluotsto ay any _ on'thatopoint : 
But-only-with tharinſtead 'of-urging' any hindne Ex- 
ample; both fides would remember the Divine'Rule'of 
St. Paul, Rom. 14 3. Let not him-that eateth' deſpiſe 
him that eateth wot; and let not him that eateth mot 
judge him that 'eateth. 

cr then, Secwxd/y,; as to the Authority that Biſhop 
Lake's Dying Words ought -to-have over -mine+or atiy 
Mans judgment, I :muit declare, that till Infallibility 
be,: I: will-not- fay the diſtinguiſhing CharaQer, but 
the inſeparable Attendant of'a good. Man, / I can» 
not ſay that they ought to influence any body any 
farther than: they appear true:and- reaſonable.”'' For 
if dying Mens Sentiments were: to be the Rule of 
our Faith, we ſhould have a very uncertain Standard. 
For: you muſt know that once I was acquainted with 
a Papiſt, that I think, ſetting aſide his Opinion, was 
2.:Very good Man, for he led a good": Life 'and 
when this Perfon came to die, he did it with: as'grear 
confidence, and comfort too, -as could be imagined; | 
and expreſsd as great latisfattion in his not being a 
Proteſtant, as the Biſhop could in'not taking the Oaths. 
So that we may {ce *tis only the ſtrong perſwaſion 


of 'the Party, and; not the truth of the Tenets, that 
produces: that. fort-| of -Conſolarion-'' © For il am confi- 


dent-the Biſhop: himſelf would not have approved of 

the Argument, had I. turned Papiſt on that dying 

Mans declaration, But it ſeems ſome think it no 

great matter what we turn now ; for I hear ſome are 

ag fierce, - that they will hardly allow res 
w 


| 
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which have taken the new Oathes to be ſo much a5 
out-lyers of the Church of Eg/and ; but to be ſure 
none muſt be within the Pail that have not the di- 


Y» 


_— charaQer; and truly the number of the 
encloſed will be ſo' ſmall, that King James himſelf 


could hardly have hoped te have contracted the 
Church of Eng/and in fo ſmall a compaſs; and may 
in part be ſaid to have got his ends of us, for I am 
ſure he has done more miſchief by the Diviſions he has 
occaſioned among our ſelves, than he could have 
done by his Perſecutions. But although ſome Perſons 
indiſcreet Zeal have made them ſo uncharitable, I am 
as far from ſuppoſing it the temper of all the worthy 
Men of that Party, as I am from believing the 
Dodrine of Paſſive Obedience in that unlimited ſence 
it was Preached up by ſome,was the univerſal Opinion 
of the Church of Prgland in any Age. For that it 
was not ſo for Forty Years of Queen Flizaberh's Reign 
has been made pretty evident by matter of fact ; and 
that it is not ſo at this day,I think may be demonſtrated 
by the fame way of Argumentation. For althongh *' 
I might have ſappoſed it poſſible that a few particular 
private Perſons might for intereſt fake have diſclaimed 
their former Opinion, and comply'd with any thing; 
yet truly I have ſo much reſpe&t for the Clergy of the- 
Church of England, as not to believe that the whole 
Body of them could be-guilty of ſo mean a thing ; to 
fay no worſe of it. For really the Diſſenters, in com- 
pariſon, are ſo few, that had there not been ſome 
Names of note among them, they would hardly 
have been reckoned a number ; which gives me great 
hopes that thoſe great and good Men, whom we look'd 
upon as the Pillars of our Church, will not forſake the 
ſtations they ſo well became, for the fake of a parti- 
cular private Do@rine, which was no wey eſlential 
B 
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(8) 
either to the being, or welk-being of the Church , 
but whoſe only uſe was to diſtioguiſh the Church 
of England from all the Churches in the Workd, 
and that is really from the Catholick Church. For 
this Biſhop Lake feems to me to own, when he calls 
it the diſtingsi/hing Charatter of the Church of Exg- 
land ; and fo truly it may ſtyl continue if they pleat, 
for I believe there isno other Church ſo fond of it, 8s 
to rob us of it, if to be carried ſo high as ſome would 
have it. But if taken in its limited and true fence, 
Paſſrve Obedjence muſt be acknowledged fo neceſlary 
a Duty, that the World could not well fubſilt with- 
out it. And-I am very confident, that all the diffe- 
rence about it has been occaſioned by a little miſtake, 
w applying thoſe Rules to Communities, which were 
iven to particular private Perſons, and only deſigned 
for ſuch. For. although in my fngle private capacity 
[-ought to ſubmit to, and ſuffer the greateſt injuſtice, 
rather than diſobey the lawful Magiſtrate, and di- 
fturb the Government : Yet as I am an Erxz/ihh Man, 
'T think | am as much obliged, by all tyes both 
Civil and Sacred, to defend and maintain that Go- 
vernment and Conſtitution of which I am a Member, 
as I am to obey the King ; and that being the Pri- 
mary Obligation, ought to be diſcharged in the firſt 
place ; but the fafety of that being ſecured, Subjects 
ought to obey without any- other reſcrve. And this 
feems to me fo evident, that I think it needs no 
turther proof, though 'ris capable of the cleareſt, if it 
were neceſfary, as I hope it is not ; for after all, I 
am very confident that the greateſt and beſt of our 
Diſſenters are of my mind in this point, as might very 
eafily be proved, if they would pkaſe- but truly to 
reſolve me one Queſtien ; and that is, Whether they 
ﬆ1d got both with and pray, that-Lovdow-derry ſhould: 
| be 


| (9) TI 
be delivered out of the hands of thoſe mercile#s 
Butchers } and this the exccllency of their temper, as 
well as their Chriſtianiy, obliging to, Icannor at all 
queſtion but they did; nay, T verily believe _ 
would have gone further, and aſfliſted them wit 
their Purſes, if they had kgown how to have con- 
veyed them Relief. 
And now pray let us & little confider the Conſequen> 
ces of this; for if the Doctrine is true, That 'tis unlawful to 
take up Arms for the Defeuce of our Lives and Liberties, 
then all thoſe great and gallant Men were certainly 
great Rebels, and whoſoever did aſſiſt or abet them, in- 
curr'd the ſame guilt : ſo that for any thing I ſee, we 
may all ſhake hands as to that matter. But in caſe I 
ſhould be miſtaken, and they were not ſo good natur'd 
(as I do ſtill believe they were), but did deſire that fo 
many thouſand innocen: perſons might fall into the 


hands of their bloody implacable Enemies : If, I fay, 


they could wiſh this, it would give me a greater preju- 
dice againſt the Doftrine than <yer yet I had. Since it 


not only made them put off thoſe Bowels of Mercies 


which Chriſtians out to- have for one another, but even 
deveſted them of common Humanity. For unleſs it be 
the Papiſts, I know no other Se that is arrived to that 


height of Barbarity, as to-wih, that fo many thouſand - 


perſons (who they never ſaw, nor never did them any - 


wrong) ſhould periſh, only becaufe they were not of 
their Opinion ; and if this could be their Temper, I'm 
ſurg | would never be their Profelyte; for | ſhould dread 
it as much as Popery it ſelf; and fo truly I believe thoſe 
ood men do. But I forget my ſelf, having already, I 
ear, excceded the bounds of a Letter, and treſpaſsd too 
much on your patience. But whatever the Eftect may 


be, Thope the Cauſe is pardonable, becauſe it _— 
om 


. 
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Cw) 
from that imtire Confidence I have both in your Judg- 
ment and Friendſhip, that all my Notions muſt be appro- 
ved by you, before they can be fo, by, 


"» 


Dear Sr, 
Tour moſt intirely affettionate 


Friend and Servant. 


